Kids In Sports 15 proud to share this front page New York Times article on James Dawson

and his work as President of the KIS Club at Ted Watkins Park.
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Watts Changes.
And a Mainstay
Bids It Farewell

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

L35 ANGELES, Moy, 27 — The
pint-sere White Soet beal the As 6-0,
ending the hasehall season the other
-.|.:|:. at Tedl Waltkins Parck o Whatts, Jomes
[avason howded oun s I||||||||4.'.-: amd -
shuris and some fmal words of direction
and discapline.

“Win or lose, be sporismen,” Mr
[awson tokd the losing playvers, |- umid
| 2-vear-olds fidgetmg with nllermess
wncker iz towering pare, “MNobody is
batier than unybady. 1 he sinkez vou
o e sirock v ol

A folding table appesred i home
plate; and before Tandrmg out the awands
— gvervone god one — he thonked the
plavers ad the cosches  and, abod
himself, offered ths: | hove been
rumming thes Seagae for five vears ond |
bt tr e ot For another five voors

This s the same leogue that e of
Mr. Dawson's sons conched o umnd 1
was after o busketball pame thres veors
agn thol the young man was shol and
kilbad. vl anotlser vectomn, i secmed. of
the netphborhood s persistent violence.
S0 Mr Dawason's words this meonth
waere allered o5 sssurmnee us much o
the olub os o bumsell, for chonge has
wirriwe Il b Walts mivd 1o thie | dass=ons,
now Foemerly of Bast 105t Street.

L e scighbeselood best Koo,
dependmg on one’s frame of relerence.
for the 1965 mots or the Watts Towers
'|u|.|1|1|.' url project, black [mlies ae
MLvang il ||'||I:|. IJI[II'H'\I'I Pl RN Iﬂll
L a migraisn wking place in many
ather  once  predommantly  block
neighborboods m 1Los Angeles

Soomer o later prgny mdedles el
wotkimgi=clazs - Black  Toembes  dobute
wihether they shoubd contina o be the
stible caks of the community or the
seeds of distmt, saler ones m the far-
fiung Los Angeles suburbs

South LA o Mormeno Nolbey ! Watts
o Lancasies?

et mght not long ago, Mr
[wsomn’s wife, Dorothy, femed 0 him
in bed and popped the gquestaon be knew
wolald eventmmdly corme “Whatl e vou
ihnk abou meeving o Lanenser !

[t wus mol w guestwny, really He
kmew her mund was mode up. Ther
aon Jihod, bhoving grven up on Waits,
Wik :|.|'rv|.':ul_1, there, more than %0 oo les
nedily in the high-desert constellotion of
subdmvizons. Aod who conld begrudge

Watts Changes, and a Mainstay Bids [t

Clontimed Frow the front

ehoueh Englisli 10 converse with Me
Diawson and the other conches, who
e |11-;:-:I:I:l. himck .-‘l.;'.ﬁ:,1|1j'|n|_; I Lensus
dhata, the population of Watts o 1570
was G0 percenl black amd 8 percent
Latine; in 20008 1t was 38 percent black
and 6] percent Lating

Bt dr Prwson, whe ke other elob
leaders opens hes wallet w defray costs
foor parents who connob alford (he $25
registration [be; said e sensed parcnts
these days scomed less  melined o
partipate in ther children’s netivithes.

“They have i work, und | can
unclerstand. bar [ work also)” ke sand.

I make o poml B0 make e for this
program.”

Cipg coneh smd be thought e
miimmbers Tead |'r|.';_¢l.|r| L] -::ir|1|| arcmizich the
tarine Salam ol the others Wwere Blked.
|J.I.ui:|'l.zl & |'!:.1|I:i.-|.'l.ll-:||:|:|.' veolenl HPasTIL of
gang fiphdmg. though the Los Angeles
pelice report thot wioleot orime has
declmed n the post couple 6F yenrs m
the Walls aren

(e were a kol of Killags apouond
ihen, and people didn’t feel safe of the
park.” sand the conch, Pomell Koberts
Sr, 0 former conviel who eredils Mr
Divwvgon with belpmp tien Jis $ife
aroind

Mr. Dauwson cosched when Salim
and hbod plived mo the lengoe snd
sinved atier they moved on. Conclung
brings & certam sutistichon, Hike when
a player s Dom goat fo hess, and
he sces the leapue o2 o straml, however
micles=t, helpang hedd Witts togethes

“I see the need 1o provide leadership
and chirection to the kads bere,” he sod

They have a lol ol problems at hoins,
broken homes, single parends. A lol of
tarmes fhe male figure = absent, Mol o
sy | pme n role model, but | thmk 1 s
necued al Lrnes

ble. Dawson works as an accolnman
al o nomprofit health agency i Areadi,
nenr Puspdenn, [he commade o work
trom Langaster 15 mone tham an hour,

Pipmomaphe Wy | Foiilid Mores T Tha Few Vol Tines

Wath the beesehadl semon aver, il was e Tor Jmes Taesodn, a coneh, 10 hand ol
tropdrtes b0 the players enrlier thas month s park in Watls

remmembers
heen

i wife, b Dawson
thinkimg, after ol they  had
ihrceieh?

Crver 26 venrs they hod rmsed ther
fw bows o thenr sphi-level  house
and filled their lives wath backyard
barbecues,  slumber  porties and
ballgames in the pork

But an afernaon thres vears age
shullered e lves omd set momolion
their coamn glay-or-go tug ol war, with
Lanesster finully inumphing

O a reeent drive 1o thear old howse
on  HEE - Stresl, M Dnwson, 55,
“:Il'i'n'L'\l:] ] I|I':!'I'_'L CH =l iI.H'iI:l- IHI'ZII r||.||||J|.'-:i:
o otlerwise wdistinguished spoloa
ihe street of Tiangabows

“Ths1s where 5ol was killed ' be
s of bis elder son, mdicating n paich
il smcdeninlk avithodit nl-.:-n:m”:r 1 hozard
the shots

SalinDiavaon hadevery opporunily
himself to beave Watls, bad come buck

Adter groduatng  from Verbam
| e ”iﬂh Sehoal o ||||:|,|1|'p II.'E,.:III.'L"«.':
Kimmam Whas
Sndum went t Areona State | lmiviorss
bat, M Dowson sl Tell dislocntsd
there. Withm o couple vears he enme
back. contmued his studies ot & Jocol
gollape wnvard a diegres 1 peycholisg,
counseled young childeen aixd began
conching in the sports kugwe he hod
once playved in

M Dawsin

Cuthohie  =alesol  n

resilled  imemdly
argurmentz with Salim over African-
Aormerieinins rogpainsibality o comnmuniy
and over the declme i coality among
cheldren, m addstion to endbess debnlies
ahoul how the aftermoon’s game was
played

W would alk abow why paranis
don't drop their kids off of e pack,
why parcmis are not as responsble os
they shonld be,” br Dawson s

U Feb 223003, M [ oo wnck
Sulim coached games on the baskotball
couwt ot Ted Watking Park

and o Watls Mo hosne can approoch
WY momaies in bod troddie, bot he has
commtl] W conching tas or three
nights o week st a0 games on the
werkemls

{her parenis anatially fretied

“He brings & ol (o the commuonity
evervhody looks up 10 lum, not gust
the kids " sud Derese Diomiz, whose
nephes plays mothe feego,

Oihers o the comumumity  tended
0 lean om the Dowsons ns lenginm:,

A father and coach
gave his life to Watts,
and lost a son there.
Now he has left.

Mlrs, T Rowsao
aparidees & Loy pesooitiing business fred
her hotme. She advises clients 1ol 1:II'IJ:'.
o thiesie 10405 bt ulso on teir 10-vear-
|'-||_‘|:i

:H-i.ll;i.'l."\:'\-'ll.l.l |l_':-.u‘|.|_'|1l.-=

“A ot of people became dependeni
on ns and we became the wrbirators,
the mwlerecs, the counselors.” she snid.
athng m the sereniy of her living
room m Loneaster, where the Tomly
micrvisd o Baow, 11 “They would cail
yvear round, mol just tax season, amd alk
abouil evary taeg under e sun ™

Salmz Kilhng gruduslhy - clanged
her outbook om Wedts, In therr first
vurs there, g felt port of an efFort
sevitabize e comanimary

Ewvien as the ethmic makoup changed
— ghildren often merpreted for er
Sponish-speaking chientole — mmd the
chatter of police eliooplers overhead
remained o constnnd, she said she sl
felt comifortalhle

But she has come io believe w wall
maver I;ru|_1.' n=g luph, ool wilh thres

br. Diaswson went hiormse and thoigh
sl was ml Tor Belomd Fikbad was om
b bz, And so when Mr Duwssn
heard gunfire, he recalls, he was
chishiarbed bod ol overly somed

“Cilnd iy bovs wre not arcud
thisre,” lwe recalls tinkang,

It did oot take long for the knock
oq the door Mr Davwson ran o Selim,
bleedimg on the sdewnlk. He searched
fromdscally, and mn vam, For o pulse

Salim was 21 The R e ihesoireisd
that he hsd been killed in o ocose of
mislaken dentitv. As far as he knows
M. Dinwson said, the shooder wos never
eought. He and his wife say they do nol
chaell o thud

Justice is pol going Lo bring Sulim
Tack.” s, [awson s=ed, “He svas jusl
i ihe wromg plode at the wrong hime ™

lhod, meva 23, glehed to benve soon
alter, Abmesd anyvwhere elar i Arwerica
“Where vou from?” i a polile quesy,
bt Jeerie il coeries ledhal ConAcduences
amearg - trf-minded  gang members
Laosts ool voumg, men wers ned answeing
correctly

A eoapde  of weeks allter Salom
was killed. the sobstiote cosch for his
e and @ companbon were wlso gl
o death for no opparend renson. e
Davwson stepped in as comch of Saelim’s
fizim — therr e i ihe lnal game
of thal scuson made e local neows
— el b umd hes wite decided then o
kv, ngminst the odds

by be there 15 o part of hme thal
wants too corry on o Salim’s  legacy
but these i3 alay the wihinse
miemnbershiep, he said, hes dwmdled froom
several humdred chibdren an the 1990
10 ghangl 1900 pow b Dawson hos ne
11.'“.!.'._'. L'":'I"Iil.'ll.l.'lli!.ﬂ'. I-I.Ir |J|L' I:IIillli.lL"'c

eluls

Pugenis seem o feel mose pressure
0wk Jonger howrs and motg pobs
these doyvs. And some of ihe newer,
Lastine paremts f@vor socoer e e
ol the chubh's wporls — unil e r:[u.'u.l.

Farewell

large public-housing  projects witlin
blocks of ome another and all the social
ilks that =pall out from them

“We e omly bielp somaony peogple,
hfrs. Demwvson saicl “We can't save the
sl

She predaets Me Dawsen will gve
up eonching within o souple of years
bud may sl show g e vell advice
i the blenchers

Crw=on” — ke everyomne clse,
what she calls him — “feeld the neod 1o
contime to contrthute, but | feel | hove
chomu pivy et she saad.

When that  the
[psond were mowving Lo Laseasier, ki
a subdivision called Coyede Hills thal
15 50 mew the |¢rﬂ5|1|1|'||'||.' WINnNg 1= Juist
T"'.'il!.'llillj:l Il'll.r EiaLLs IH:ll'lll_'!'i. i EJ":H[I" Il.r

world  spnead

'|II_'I.|:|_|I:|"J1"\| :III\.] ]urL |I.'P_IJI-1I"G Ll:l-i'\li.'L.L'll
odp thetr devr Thes . time, o pleasan
surpreas, a8 the group honded them o
ehrd oddressed to “the Porents of the
Purk.”

'I e Dhavvsoms are 4 [ LR _~.|_'II|1|'|E_ rle
i pew Bousa i Loneaster, where ihe
black population has miore then doubled
{0 1 pereent of the FIETIE residenis
since the |mie 19805 In Whais, ther
former neaghbaors are working through
thetr lozs

OUne of them, Miss Hubw, which
15 what everyhody cnlls Ruby Mae
Fondall, %0, has lived on the Dawsons
erlel Bloek for muore than &40 vears, and
e iy Jook afier thear home as they did
hers, She his seen the neighborhood go
broum “Spamzh aned then blck wrd now
it Spenesh ore commng hock agam.

s alwovs changmg, bt T em
stnying.” he sl

Snll, o good newhbtor s hard 10
liise

1 am sosormy o see you go,” she
ok b Dawson, elosing the ron gage
ot hier Eroast door as he stepped ol

br, Ervvson didn’t mis=a beut

“I nm gone in bodv,” be repled
“hut nnl spartl -

M the former President of the KIS Club ot Ted Watkms
Pork omed omne of the most admired lenders m e KIS ammy of
eormmemty besed voeluntesrs, James Dawson loved bringing
the jovs and diseiplme of ploving bosehall to the bovs and

girls e conohed

i etss Premde o viriafiy |

His tenms wom severnl B 1S chompionships

lomnes Daweson's (lop roww; right ) legoey wall melude leoding
his teams 1o several chompaonships
with his wimming team im the RIS Basehall Champronship
I'll]:lh‘. DUKDS, iy Frmnfom Paarsphy

Here he's protumed

[]] AT South MMenlo Avemse, Smie 237
= Los Angeles, Califomia 0037
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